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Yongsun Suh

Suh’s work is well known for its bold canvas with expressive form and robust color, and for inquiring into human conditions
and reality. It includes a series of historical paintings, landscapes, cityscapes, and (self) portraits, all of which explore the lives
of individuals in the past and people in structured societies across the globe, especially in metropolitans such as Seoul, New
York, Berlin, and Melbourne. He questions the invisible agency inherent to the absurdity of life, the human existence in today's
urban life, and the lives of historical figures, such as the tragedy of Danjong. Meanwhile, he has been interacting with
communities via many public art projects in situ, including Drawing Cheoram, Drawing Dokdo, and the ongoing Amtaedo
Tenancy Struggle 100 years drawing-history field project at a warehouse on Amtaedo, a small island in Jeollanam-do. The
communal exchanges and on-site experiences can derive an existential question about humans in the course of life, and a
reality imprinted on the body. Based on humanistic reflection and robust plastic language, his unique formative works
consistently executed since the 1980s are highly regarded in Korean modern art history and housed in numerous art
institutions, such as the MMCA, and collectors at home and abroad. His artistic domain expands faster and draws more
attention as he renders the narrative and power that stipulate today's life.

This time we present a new series of work, "Pines,” paying attention to how his pine landscape as a painterly vision that he
examined and pursued in his early career has acquired its contemporaneity and what subject it offers to the development of
his work to date. Suh first became known in the early 1980s with a painting series of pines that can be regarded as a starting
point of his painting today. While the latest works seem to indicate human presence in the titles, the paintings prior to 2009
have titles that focus on the object itself The pine series in the 1980s are ideological and foreshadowing nature's
transcendence, as the subdued light shimmering towards the foreground deepens the background further whereas the works

after 2009 have gradually become abstract with a crisp contrast between bold colors and light. -Gallery JJ-
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2022 Suh Yongsun: A Recollection, Pines, Gallery JJ, Seoul

2021 Suh Yongsun in Thinking: Garugae Project, Gallery JJ, Seoul
Suh Yongsun's MAGO: Searching for Goddess of our mind, Women'’s History Cultural Center, Seoul Herstory House, Seoul
Manchupsanjung - Suh Yongsun Paintings, Yeoju Museum, Yeoju
2019 Head by Suh Yongsun_Conflict, Gallery JJ, Seoul
Pain, Symptoms, and Signs: The Remaking of History in Suh Yongsun'’s Painting, Art Center White Block, Paju
Suh Yongsun: City of Velocity, Niche Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
Utopia‘s Delay: The Painter and the Metropolis By Suh Yongsun, Mizuma, Kips & Wada Art, Newyork(NY), USA
2018 Self-portrait by Suh Yongsun_Reflection, Gallery JJ, Seoul
Suh Yongsun: City and History of Landscape, MK Gallery, Vienna(VA), USA
2017 Suh Yongsun, 37 rue de Montreuil Paris / 222 main Street New Jersey, Galerie La Ville A des Arts, Paris, France
Suh Yongsun: Crossing Worlds, Art Mora Gallery, New York(NY), USA

Public Collections

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary of Art Korea(Seoul), Seoul Museum of Art, Busan Museum of Art, Daegu
Museum of Art, Suwon Museum of Art, Seoul National University, Seoul National University Museum of Art, Korea University
Museum, Chungcheong University, OCl Museum of Art, Moran Museum of Art, Korea National Defense University,
Yangpyeong Art Museum, Incheon Art Platform, POSCO, MMCA Art Bank, Dongseo Literature Publishing Co. Monash

University(Melbourne, AU), Wu Guanzhong Museum annexed Gallery(Singapore), lwami(Japan) and etc.



