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Sooyeon Hong

Sooyeon Hong creates weightless space and atypical forms that gently float in her abstract painting. The picture
plane acquires deep and infinite spatiality as layers overlap one another. She has been consistently participating
in exhibitions including solo shows at Kumho Museum and POSCO Museum since her return to Seoul in 2002
after she graduated from Pratt Institute in New York. Her works are housed in major art museums, hotels, and
embassies such as MMCA, SNU Museum of Art, and Chosun Hotel.

The ambiguous forms layered on a smooth monochromatic surface appear to float slowly, creating a surreal
sensibility. They evoke different imaginations and feelings from each viewer like scattering petals or elegant ballet.
Above all, such dynamism may seem like our inner problems from perpetual changes and balances, and its
expression of life in abstract language. It is to detect the internal movements of beings that deviate from
familiarity yet are balanced. Her work is at the crossroad between stereotypical and atypical, light and gloom,
improvisation and calculation, body and mind, and joy and grief.

The frail and mellow picture plane appears more solid and vigorous the longer one stares due to Hong's way of
constructing it. Her painting process begins with pouring pigments onto the canvas, then giving forms and layers
by tilting and drying repeatedly instead of brushstrokes. Each step yields fortuity in which the balance and control
of power and speed are crucial factors in creating her work. Through this laborious process, the strata of pigment
continue to change, leaving traces of the passing time. Amid harmony, balance, and solemnity, the layered forms
created by gravity then take off, overlap, and sometimes explode like the universe and our inner minds. To live is

to move. -Gallery JJ-
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Public Collections

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art(Seoul), MMCA Art Bank(Gwacheon), Wumin Art Center, Seoul
National University Museum of Arts, Yonsei University Museum, Kumho Museum of Art, Consulate General of the
Republic of Korea in Shanghai, Embassy of the Republic of Korea to the Kingdom of the Netherlands(Hague),
Embassy of the Republic of Korea to the Republic of India(New Delhi), POSCO Center(Seoul, Gwangyang),
Samsung Town, Westin Josun Hotel, Haevichi Hotel & Resort(Jeju), Lotte Hotel, Novotel, Bo Bath Memorial
Hospital & The Heritage, Handsome, Shinsegae, Korea Gas Shipping Corporation, Samsung Hotel, IFC Conrad

Hotel, Four Seasons Hotel, Ananti Cove Hilton Hotel and etc.



